U.S. Department of Energy Officials Announce Commitment to Green and Healthy Homes, 

Green Job Opportunities During Baltimore Visit for National Weatherization Day 

Baltimore (Oct. 30) – Today, Department of Energy Assistant Secretary Cathy Zoi visited Baltimore to celebrate National Weatherization Day and to witness early results from Baltimore’s Green and Healthy Homes Initiative.
At a community briefing held at the Maryland Center for Construction Technology Conference Center, Assistant Secretary Zoi declared the Department’s commitment to leveraging recovery funds to improve energy efficiency and increase opportunities for green jobs in low and middle income communities. In addition, the Department announced support for planning weatherization projects in a way that enhances health and safety for America’s families.  

“I am so pleased that Assistant Secretary Zoi chose to come to Baltimore to celebrate National Weatherization Day,” said Mayor Sheila Dixon. “Funds made available by the Department of Energy for weatherization have literally transformed our program, enabling these critical services to be delivered to more of the families that need them, while at the same time creating jobs for some of our unemployed.  We are fortunate to have several strong partners in the community – all of whom are making the most of this opportunity and whose work will make Baltimore a cleaner, greener, healthier and safer city.”

The Green and Healthy Homes partnership includes the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, local foundations, the City of Baltimore, the Maryland Energy Administration, the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and the Baltimore Community Foundation's Baltimore Neighborhood Energy Challenge, among others.

“Each of our partners is committed to working together to make a bigger impact on behalf of Baltimore’s kids, families and seniors,” said Ruth Ann Norton, executive director of the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning. “This partnership represents more funding, resources, and expertise leveraged for healthy, safe homes and green employment opportunities than any one of our agencies could have managed alone.”

The initiative offers weatherization and energy efficiency retrofits so that outside elements (including weather and pests) are kept out of homes; the air inside the homes is healthy and free of contaminants; utility costs for low-income residents are reduced; the risk of lead poisoning is reduced, and there is a reduced likelihood of injuries from scalding, fires and other hazards for resident children. The program leverages funds available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for training, employment and green initiatives.

“These recovery funds have allowed us to create 90 of a projected 150 new jobs statewide as we expand the many facets of our weatherization program,” said DHCD Secretary Raymond A. Skinner.  “As we are able to also help Maryland families save money and promote clean, green and healthy housing, it really is a win for our families, a win for our economy, and a win for our planet.”  

Through the Green and Healthy Homes partnership, residences undergo a comprehensive assessment – including an energy audit, a healthy homes assessment, and where indicated, a lead hazard risk assessment – and integrated interventions to address residential risks to inhabitants' health, safety, and energy efficiency.  The goals of the pilot are to demonstrate the use of a holistic housing approach that implements a comprehensive environmental assessment form; to use one scope of work to address these three areas; and to identify where workers can be cross-trained in these areas so that families receive a single stream of interventions. 

The partners hosted Secretary Zoi and her staff in order to showcase the pilot initiative. The day’s activities included a tour of a residence that received a combination of health, safety, lead hazard reduction, energy efficiency, and weatherization updates as part of the Green and Healthy Homes Initiative. Located in the City’s Belair-Edison neighborhood, the residence was one of the first to receive integrated health and safety improvements under the program.

###

The Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning is a nationally recognized leader, committed to the mission of eliminating childhood lead poisoning by 2010 and creating green and Healthy Homes so that children have the opportunity to reach their full potential.  Information about the Coalition is available at www.leadsafe.org.

