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Land contract for new Crisfield industrial park OK'd

By Liz Holland
Staff Writer
CRISFIELD -- City officials have approved a contract to purchase land for the city's first industrial park, and also began the annexation process for the property.

Mayor Percy Purnell said the acquisition will be a welcome addition to Crisfield.

"I hope this will help our town grow and expand," he said.

At a meeting Wednesday night, City Council members approved contracts on two separate parcels of land along Route 413 owned by Sarah Miles Woods.

One parcel is 10.4 acres and sits on the east side of the highway and abuts the former Carvel Hall property. The other parcel is 3.7 acres on the other side of Route 413.

Both parcels will be annexed into Crisfield.

The city will use $1.3 million in state Community Development Block Grant funds to purchase the land and pay for design, road construction and utility installations in the new industrial park, Purnell said.

City officials have been trying the get an industrial park off the ground for the past three years. Purnell said it was difficult to find land that was suitable and also contiguous to the city.

"This was our best shot," he said.

The city then entered into what Purnell termed as "delicate" negotiations, that were slowed down by problems establishing a clear title to the land.

The contract for sale must also be approved next week by the Orphan's Court for Somerset County because the property is tied up in an estate. A tentative settlement date has been set for Oct. 5.

The industrial park will offer an alternative location for businesses in a city that has seen skyrocketing land values along and near its working waterfront in recent years.

"A lot of businesses don't need to be near the waterfront," Purnell said.
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